
Trelyon Downs, on the south side of the lane, has 
been planted with a mixture of native tree species. 
Wildlife and flowers are now thriving among the trees 
and glades.

OnOn top of Cock Hill, around Knill’s Monument, an 
open area of heathland is being encouraged. Plants 
typical of lowland western heath have emerged: 
heathers, gorse, bracken and acidic grasses such as 
bristle bent.

Nature

.

The site was designated a Local 
Nature Reserve in 2002 and was 
awarded the prestigious Green 
Flag for three years in the row from 
2006. The reserve has three differ-
ent areas for you to explore.

Steeple Woods is a mature 
woodland of mainly beech and oak 
trees to the north of Steeple Lane. 
The woods contain a number of 
old coppiced and pollarded trees, 
whose trunks have taken on 
strange and interesting shapes.

Most of the Downs was probably heathland from medi-
eval times, used for grazing and fuel. This creates ideal 
conditions for heathland species and gorse would have 
been particularly favoured for fuel.

As the rhododendron 
has been cleared, more 
evidence of the site’s 
past is being uncovered, 
including old walls, 
marker stones with 
carved numbers or let-
tering,tering, and traces of 
mining history.

The Steeple was built in 1782 as a mausoleum for the 
Customs Officer John Knill, though he was never buried 
there.

There was significant tin and copper mining activity in 
the woods, and the Wheal King and St Aubyn Tregenna 
mines were worked here in the early 19th century. You 
can see evidence of mining from the adits, shafts and 
old spoil heaps. Mining also took place on the lower 
slopes of Trelyon Downs, with a number of shafts 
known as Trelyon Consols.

History

Regular working parties are held on Sundays between 
2 and 4pm, unless it is raining, and new volunteers are 
always welcome. Tools and gloves are provided, and 
sturdy shoes are recommended. Volunteers meet at 
the main gate with the noticeboard, near the top of 
Steeple Lane.

Everyone is welcome to 
come to the nature reserve 
– whether it’s for a picnic, 
to admire the views, walk 
the dog or just stretch your 
legs.

TheThe nature reserve is a 
popular destination for 
school visits, during which 
children can learn about 
their local environment.

YYou can also get involved 
in voluntary work on the re-
serve. Activities such as 
tree-planting and scrub 
clearance help to develop 
the natural habitat and 
keep the site open for the 
public to enjopublic to enjoy. 

Activities


